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On Jan. 29, the state-run oil company Petroleos Mexicanos (PEMEX) announced plans to begin
construction of three MTBE and two TAME plants this year in cooperation with the French Oil
Institute. The petrochemicals substitute lead in the gasoline production process, i.e., they are key
ingredients in unleaded gasoline. The Institute is to provide technical assistance during plant
construction. The five plants to be located at the Tula, Cadereyta and Salina Cruz refinery sites are
expected to commence operations in about two years. MTBE is the acronym for methylterbutylether, and TAME, termatyl-methyl-ether. Although total project costs were not made public,
PEMEX spokespersons said most financing will derive from credit lines supplied by the Japanese
Export-Import Bank. The new plants are part of what PEMEX refers to as its "Ecological Package."
The US$1.2 billion package is aimed at building 17 plants to improve the quality of PEMEX fuels,
primarily through reduction of sulphur content in diesel and fuel oil, and expanded output of
unleaded gasoline (Magna Sin). As of October 1991, about 10% of an average 475,100 barrels per day
of gasoline produced by PEMEX was unleaded. (Source: Mexico City News, Chinese news service
Xinhua, 01/30/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

